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Elephant House Project 
An International collaborative initiative  

 
 
Ramli Ibrahim is hailed as the one of the most dynamic forces on the Malaysian 
performing arts scene. A master of the sensuous and entrancing Odissi dance form, 
prolific choreographer, director, and writer - Ramli arrives in Sydney in mid-February, to 
work with a select group of professional dance artists as part of the Elephant House 
Project. An initiative of the Lingalayam Dance Company, the Elephant House Project is a 
rich mix of international exchange, creative collaboration, choreographic research, and 
scholarly exchange. 
 
The Elephant House Project will unite Ramli’s creative energies with Anandavalli, 
Lingalayam’s Artistic Director, who has developed her own distinctive dance style, 
drawing on Bharatha Natyam and Kuchipudi forms. Together they will lead a two week 
creative development process with dancers drawn from both Ramli’s Malaysian Sutra 
Dance Theatre, and the Lingalayam Dance Company.  
 
The theme for this new dance creation will be the Nine Rasas, or emotive states, 
fundamental to the Indian Classical arts – happiness, anger, disgust, fear, sorrow, 
courage, compassion, wonder and serenity.  
 
But, for Ramli Ibrahim this project represents even more than a new artistic venture. It is 
in many ways a home-coming. Ramli’s dance career began when he graduated from the 
Australian Ballet School in 1977 and immediately joined Graeme Murphy’s Sydney 
Dance Company, appearing in productions such as the ground-breaking Poppy. In 1982, 
he returned to his home in Malaysia where he raised the profile of the Odissi dance form 
to new heights. He has created over 40 original productions, gaining wide recognition 
with many of these works touring to India and Europe. Through the establishment of 
Sutra Dance Theatre as a multi-discipline arts centre, Ramli has developed a new 
generation of professional Malaysian dance artists and a unique and vibrant arts hub for 
South Asian dance and music. As for the versatility of Ramli’s artistic scope, its worth 
mentioning that he is also a judge on the Malaysian version of ‘So You Think You Can 
Dance!’  
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Ramli and Anandavalli will also be collaborating with composer Alex Dea from Indonesia. 
Like Ramli, American-born Chinese Alex Dea began his artistic journey with early 
training in Western Classical music. Today, Dea is an ethnomusicologist and a specialist 
in Javanese gamelan music.  In Indonesia, he lived with his 107-year old gamelan 
master, and has travelled widely throughout the Asia-Pacific region brokering 
intercultural dialogue through music. 
 
Elephant House Project is an exciting open-house model of artistic exchange, with the 
potential to generate new connections, make new art, and deepen the understandings of 
the transmissions of ancient art forms through contemporary practice.  
 
Other Elephant House Project activities: 
  

- Macquarie University will host a symposium for artists, academics, and 
arts workers, discussing transmission, continuation, and change to South 
Asian Dance and Music through the Diaspora. 
Saturday 1 March 2008. 

 
- Casula Powerhouse will present a preview of the work which emerges 

from the creative development, plus short performances of contemporary/ 
traditional-style work, and a discussion with the artists.  
Industry Showcase, Sunday 9 March 2008 (at Critical Path). 

 
- Critical Path, New South Wales’ choreographic research and 

development centre, will host a three day choreographic and music 
laboratory bringing the Elephant House Project artists together with some 
of Sydney’s independent choreographers and musicians. 
Monday 10 – Wednesday 12 March 2008. 

 
For more information please visit www.lingalayam.com 
 

For further information, interviews or images please contact  
Jennifer White  

Mob. 0405 669 705  
Email. admin@lingalayam.com 

 
Elephant House Project is presented through the partnership between Lingalayam Dance Company and Sutra Dance Theatre in 
association with Critical Path, Casula Powerhouse and the Department of Anthropology and the Asia Network at Macquarie University. This 
project has been assisted by the NSW Government through Arts NSW and the Australian Government through the Australia Council, its 
arts funding and advisory body.  
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